Spain naturalises expelled Sephardic Jews' descendants - BBC News

News

Home

Video

World

Sport

World

Africa

Weather

Asia

Australia

Shop

UK
Europe

Earth

Travel

Business

Tech

Latin America

Page 1 of 4

More

Science
Middle East

Magazine

Entertainment & Arts

Health

World News TV

More

US & Canada
ADVERTISEMENT

Europe

Spain naturalises expelled Sephardic
Jews' descendants
8 hours ago

Top Stories
Obama: Russia strikes 'strengthen
IS'

Europe

US President Barack Obama says the
Russian bombing campaign in Syria in
support of President Bashar al-Assad is
"only strengthening" Islamic State.
2 hours ago

Weapons haul found with Oregon
gunman
24 minutes ago

Fifa sponsors say Blatter must go
2 hours ago

ADVERTISEMENT

AFP

The Spanish government calls the expulsion of tens of thousands of Jews in 1492 a "historic mistake"

Spain has granted citizenship to 4,302 people whose Jewish ancestors were
expelled five centuries ago during the Inquisition.
A new law allowing dual citizenship for the descendants of those forced out in
1492, known as Sephardic Jews, was passed in June.
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It came into force on Thursday.
Friday's move, however, follows a government decision to fast-track those who had
applied for citizenship under a previous law.
The older law had required them to relinquish their other nationality.
Most of the group are from Morocco, Turkey and Venezuela, Spain's Federation of
Jewish Communities said.
Justice Minister Rafael Catala said the decision had been made so they would not
have to file another application.
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Those seeking citizenship under the new law need to have their ancestry checked
by Jewish authorities.

Who are the Sephardic Jews?
◾ Jews have lived in Spain since Roman times

Why I gave up my baby

◾ Sephardic comes from the Hebrew word Sepharad, which means Spain

Made to feel ashamed for being a single
mother

◾ Originally used to refer to descendants of the Jews from Spain
◾ They are scattered around the world - in Israel, Turkey, the US, South America,
Greece, Bulgaria, France, the UK and elsewhere
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◾ Sephardic Jew is now a wider term, and can refer to Jews of Oriental, Asian and
African origin

They must also demonstrate basic knowledge of Spanish, pass a test about
Spanish culture and prove a modern connection to Spain.
Tens of thousands of Jews were expelled in 1492 during the Spanish Inquisition,
which the government has called a "historic mistake".
Those who remained had to convert to Catholicism or risk being burnt at the stake.
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The citizenship programme was first announced in 2012.
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