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P R I N T E D IN GREAT BRITAIN 



P L A T E S 

I. T H E LIBRO, fol. 6a, S H O W I N G T H E SIGNATURES OF 
H A H A M SASPORTAS, T H E MAHAMAD, AND T H E 
ELDERS frontispiece 

II. H A H A M JACOB SASPORTAS. 
From the engraving by P . VAN G U N S T . . . . face p. 16 

I I I . P A I N T I N G OF T H E TABLES OF T H E T E N COMMAND-
MENTS, PRESERVED IN BEVIS MARKS, and believed to 
be the work of ARON DE CHAVEZ . . . . . face p. 84 
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F O R E W O R D 
I 

UNDER the tolerant rule both of Oliver Cromwell and of Charles II 
the Congregation of Spanish and Portuguese Jews in London, the 

Kahal Kados Sahar Asamaim, flourished and struck firm roots in the life 
of England. Long before 1664 they had become a well-organized com-
munity,1 meeting from 1657 onwards in the Synagogue in Creechurch 
Lane founded by Antonio Carvajal and his fellow-workers.2 At length the 
time carne when the Congregation, conscious of their growing strength, 
felt the need for a clear-cut constitution based upon the noblest models of 
Sephardi Jewry and bringing with it a reorganization of their methods. 
On the 18th Hesvan 5424 A.M. (18th November, 1663), when theyelected 
David Abrabanel Dormido and Eliau de Lima as Parnasim and Moseh 
Baruh Louzada as Gabay, they charged them with the duty of drawing 
up a code of Ascamot for their governance. The task was well and truly 
executed. By the ist Nisan the Mahamad had prepared the Forty-two 
Ascamot, based on the constitutions of the Synagogue Talmud Torah of 
Amsterdam and of the Sephardi Congregation of Venice, which ever since 
have been the foundation of communal life in the Sahar Asamaim. 

Under these new ordinances it was laid down that these Ascamot, 
together with future decrees of Mahamad and Kahal, accounts of com-
munal income and expenditure, and an inventory of ali objects belonging 
to the Congregation, should be recorded by the Gabay in the 'Book ot 
the Agreements of the Nation', el Libro de los Acuerdos de la Nación. This 
is the book which is translated in the following pages. It is a vellum-
bound folio, 14I in. high and 95 in. broad. On the face of the binding, 
which is stained by age, is written in ink the inscription: 

LIVRO 
DO K K DE SAARA 
SAMAIM g V E DEVS 
A V M E N T E DE LONDRES 
C O M E £ A D O E M 18 DE HESVA[N] 

5424 
 See Transactions of the Jezvish Historical Society of England (which I shall henceforth י

quote as TJHSE), v, p. 12. 
2 See W. S. Samuel, The First London Synagogue of the Re-Settlement, which I shall quote 

henceforth as FLSR. 
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Foreword 
The entries proceed to the end of fol. 48b, after which comes a long series 
of blank pages, followed by the Inventory, occupying 2 folios. After 
6 more blank folios comes the Declaración de lo depositado en este K. K., 
with 5 blank folios following it; that is ali. 

That this was not the first Libro which recorded the doings of the 
Congregation seems to be clear, for it opens without further ado with the 
report of a meeting for rearrangement of the Imposta or income-tax held 
on the ist Elul 5423 A.M.; then follow the minute of the momentous 
meeting of the 18th Hesvan 5424, the 42 originai Ascamot, and ali later 
Ascamot, ordinances of the Mahamad, accounts, and the like, down to the 
year 5437 A.M., to which are appended the conditions of Haham Aben-
dana's appointment, dated 5441, and the inventories of goods belonging to 
the Synagogue and of deposits lodged in it, which must have been written 
in 5436 A.M. But no older record of the kind has been preserved to us. 

Realising the unique importance of our Libro as a document of Jewish 
history, the Elders of the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue have 
honoured me with the duty of preparing this translation. My rendering 
is as far as possible literal, and technical terms and proper names are 
reproduced in ali their eccentricities of spelling; where explanations were 
needed, I have in most cases given them under the relevant captions in 
the Index, where the reader will find complete synopses of ali matters 
mentioned in the Libro. The task has been a long and difficult one, but 
the burden has been in no small measure lightened by the generous 
assistance which I have received from friends, especially the Rev. David 
Bueno de Mesquita and Mr. Wilfred S. Samuel, whose kindness has 
laid me under a debt of deep gratitude. To my other colleagues on our 
Advisory Committee on Congregational Records also I owe much thanks 
for their friendly support and encouragement. 

II 
Our Libro reveáis the inner life of the Congregation in the second 

period of its existence, from 1663 to 168 1. It was an era of vigorous 
expansión. Legally the position of the Congregation was stili unsure; 
but practically it was strong.1 The effòrts of Thomas Violet to revive 
old penai laws and exploit the jealousy of the London merchants against 

1 Cf. L. Wolf, Status 0/ the Jews in England ajter the Re-Settlement, in TJHSE. iv, 
pp. 177 ff., and The Jewry oj the Restoration, ibid. v, pp. 15 ff. 
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Forevoord 
them in 16591 and the Earl of Berkshire's blackmailing endeavour to 
reduce them to the status of a medieval Jewry in 16622 had been frus-
trated by the brave and wise action of their leaders. The following years 
indeed were not free from anxieties, attested by the entries in our Libro 
of "various expenses on solicitors and goings and comings to the Parlia-
ment" in 1670-1 (below, p. 53) and "outlay in the house of Ishack 
Alvarez with the Duchess of Bokingam" in 1674-5 (P• 9°)•3 ®u t the 
clouds passed away. Under the guidance of able administrators the Kahal 
speedily increased in numbers, in wealth, and in organized power. In 
1664 the accounts of the Sedaca were balanced at ¿336 12s. 6d. 1665 
and 1666 were the terrible years of the Plague and the Fire; the shadow 
of those awful days is visible in the shrunken and unbalanced revenues 
of Sahar Asamaim. But with 1667 prosperity had returned, and never 
again departed : in that year the accounts were balanced at ¿213 135. $d., 
in 1668 at £303 IIJ. lod., in 1669 at ¿308 4s. !od., in 1670 at 
¿35° Ss• 4^., and so the tide of fortune rose until in 1675 the Kahal was 
able to pay ¿760 165. 4d. for the rebuilding of its Synagogue, raising 
the outlays and income of the year to ¿1143 8J. I I d. And in this increase 
of wealth spent in the service of God and charity was reflected the Con-
gregation's growth in numbers and organic development. Yet a few 
more years passed, and in 1699 the Congregation acquired the site of 
Plough Yard, fronting on Bevis Marks and Heneage Lane, upon which 
it speedily built its present noble Synagogue, the most ancient Jewish 
house of worship extant on English soil, which was opened on the 
27th Elul 5461 (30th September, 1701). 

1 TJHSE. iv, p. 181 {., v. pp. 10, 13 ff. There seems to be an echo of this trouble in the 
Impuesta-account of Ishac Barzilai (below, p. 58). The concordai between the City and the 
Congregation which was subsequently established is attested by the entries in our Libro 
recording the gift of a pipe of wine to the Lord Mayor, Sir Richard Ford, and a gratuity to 
his son (p. 53), the banquet given by the Lord Mayor to the 'Nation' (p. 92), and the outlay 
on a gift of wine to his sword-bearer (ibid.). 

2 TJHSE. iv, p. 183, v, p. 24 f; M. Gaster, Hist. of the Ancient Synagogue, p. 3 f. 
3 The Duchess was Mary, daughter of Cromwell's supporter, General Fairfax, who married 

George Villiers, second Duke of Buckingham (1628-87). Mr. Wilfred Samuel has com-
municated to me a very probable suggestion that the leaders of the Congregation had hopes of 
inducing the Duke of Buckingham to include the Jews in the 'Bill of Indulgence to ali 
Protestant Dissenters' introduced by him in 1675 (cf. Cobbett, Parliamentary History of 
England, voi. iv, 27 : Charles II, 16 Nov. 1675), and carried on negotiations to that end with 
the Duchess through the agency of Ishac Alvarez Nuñez, who was a Court jeweller. 
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Foreword 
The chief causes of this prosperity were the presence of able and high-

minded leaders and their pursuance of a tradition of cautious and far-
seeing policy.1 Doubtless politicai and economie circumstances also 
worked in favour of the Sephardim in England; but these could have 
had little permanent effect if the Sephardim had not been under wise 
guidance. Providence happily willed that in those criticai years the 
leadership of Sahar Asamaim should be in the hands of a succession of 
strong and good men following the high tradition of communal states-
manship embodied in the Ascamot of 5424. 

The Ascamot are a noble monument of Jewish piety happily combined 
with politicai and social wisdom. Aiming above everything ad majorem 
Dei gloriarti, they sought to establish a united and well-organized com-
munity2 under impartiai and conscientious rulers.3 That the congrega-
tional institutions which they either created or stamped with the seal of 
their sanction were good is proved by the fact that the most important 
of them have lasted with little essential change to the present day. And 
their policy towards the world outside Jewry shows fine prudence and 
self-restraint. They forbid Jews to discuss religión with Gentiles, to 
speak offensive words against the Christian faith, or to seek proselytes 
among them (nos. XXXI—XXXII, p. 11); and with a notable sense of 
civic duty they declare that if any Jew should be condemned by the law 
of the State for crimes against it, the Congregation shall leave him to 
suffer the penalty of his sin (no. XXXV, p. 12). As they sought the 
rights of English citizenship, so they accepted the duties of it. 

Il i 
The roll of honour of the Congregation's secular leaders during this 

period opens with the three master-builders who formed the Mahamad 
1 This prudent sobriety, it may be remarked, was in striking contrast to the impetuous 

enthusiasm of the great Menasseh Ben Israel, and was presumably the chief cause of his 
disagreement with the leading Jews of London. 

2 It should be observed that, although they seek to prevent schism in their day, the authors 
of the Ascamot distinctly state the possibility of an amicable division of the Congregation in 
the future, "whereof the disposition remains reserved for the Mahamad which shall be in 
office at the time" (no. I, p. 3). 

3 This conception is finely expressed in Ascama IV (p. 4), ordaining that the Mahamad on 
entering office "shall take an oath with thedoors of theEhal open, promising to fulfil their duties 
with truth, justice, and fear of God, without respect or despite to the prejudice of parties". 
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